
 

 

8th Grade Summer Language 
Behold this day, it is yours to make. 

Black Elk 
 

Dear 8th Grade Families, 

To prevent the inevitable summer slide that occurs as a result of all the time off school, I am 
assigning a few writing tasks for the kids to do before school begins in September. These 
activities should not be viewed as punishment, but rather as a way to reinforce grammatical 
and writing skills that they learned during the year. These are NOT optional. They need to be 
completed by the first day of the school year. The students need to do the writing prompts on 
loose leaf paper. Each prompt must be done on a SEPARATE piece of loose leaf paper. Each 
writing prompt MUST be given a title. 

I hope that everyone has a wonderful summer.  

Happy Writing! 

Mrs. F 

 

 



 

 

 Summer Writing Prompts 

It is not my aim to trap you with these writing prompts. We need to practice 
writing all the time. Otherwise, the skills grow stale and we start to lose our 
abilities. These prompts need to be completed on loose leaf paper.  

1. Describe yourself in the third person – your physical appearance and 
personality – as though you were a character in a book.  

2. Write, in ridiculous details, directions on how to get to your house from 
ACME in New Providence. 

3. You wake up by the side of the road lying next to a bicycle, with no 
memory and no wallet. What happens in the next hour? 

4. A kid in your grade whom you don’t know very well shows up at your 
house one day to tell you something important. What does he/she look 
like? What does he/she say? 

5. Find a world map or globe, close your eyes, and pick a spot. Write about a 
person arriving there for the first time. 

6. What was the most recent incident in your life that made you laugh? 
Describe it. 

7. You are stuck on the highway in the world’s worst traffic jam for at least 
two days. What happens? 

8. Go to the Merriam-Webster Word of the Day Web site [www.merriam-
webster.com/word-of-the-day], and write a story based on that word. 

9. You have a time machine, but it can only go back in time two days. What 
would you change? 

10. Describe a moment in which you were in physical pain. 

11. Imagine that you were unable to speak for a whole year. What would you 
do to communicate, and what impact would it have on your relationships? 
What would you be saving up to say at the end of the year? 

12. Your face is on the evening news. Write a short news story to explain why. 



 

 

13. You are a camp counselor. Make up a story that will terrify your eight-to 
ten-year-old campers. 

14. What do you own that will be obsolete in twenty years? What will replace 
it?  

15. Describe Heaven. 


