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The First and the Last
The Disciples Cause Trouble AGAIN!

This week’s Gospel once again shows the disciples completely losing the plot of what Jesus is
trying to teach them. This time it’s James and John who are the transgressors. They request the
places of honor at Jesus’s left and right hand side when we pass into the Kingdom of God.
What? Are they serious? Have they learned nothing?
You can almost imagine Jesus rolling his eyes and sighing quietly to himself as he reminds them,
once again, that His is a ministry of service. It is not about power, or privilege, or control. It’s not
about leaders necessarily, but about servants. Our job as Christians is to serve each other.
Father Francisco made it clear in his homily that part of that service is in praying for those who
have lost their way.
The actual irony of this passage is that, when we fast forward to the Crucifixion, there are two
men at Jesus’s left and right. Remember them? They’re thieves, and they’re about to die as
well. The one rebukes Jesus and calls into question his divinity. The other one asks for
forgiveness for his sins. Do we think that James and John would have wanted to take the place
of the thieves to achieve their goal of being on Jesus’s left and right side? It’s an interesting
thought.

New Charitable Event Happening SOON
Keep watching this space for a new exciting charitable event that we are starting soon. The
best part: NO CASH REQUIRED.

Coming Up in the Parish
Kids are invited to wear their Halloween costumes to the Masses on Oct 31, 2021 . I’ll give
you more details as the time approaches.

Saintly Creations
The Middle School has been busy looking into the lives of some of our saints. We celebrated
the Feast of the Archangels in September and the kids made votive candles to honor Saint
Michael.

We celebrated the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi on Monday, Oct 4, 2021 . Among his many
patronages, Saint Francis is often associated with animals, and so we made some animal
blessing cards. Here are some of the animals that were honored with a blessing card.

Father Francisco was kind enough to bless the cards for us. This effectively turns them into
holy objects which makes this enterprise super special. He was also able to provide a little

taste of what he had planned for the holy season this year. It sounds like it’s going to be
absolutely magical.

