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Widows and Generosity

This week’s Mass readings all center on generosity and faith. Widows seem to be the common
element, and though the concept of widowhood is not pleasant, the widows in these readings
are truly exceptional examples of generosity and faith.
In the first reading, the prophet Elijah, asks a widow for some bread and water. Widowhood was
really tough in the Old Testament. It’s tough today, but women were given far fewer resources
to make a living for themselves, and they were heavily dependent on male relatives to take care
of them. The widow that answers Elijah’s call has fallen on extremely desperate times. She
clearly has no one to support her, and she is supporting a child with no help. She is painfully
aware that she only has food for one more meal. She has resigned herself to the fact that once
she and her child consume that meal, they will quite literally starve to death. She has nothing to
give Elijah. She is in the most direst of circumstances. You would reckon that Elijah would cut
her a break and move onto someone else. Instead he tells her to have faith. Give him the bread,
and she will have bread until she doesn’t need it anymore. She doesn’t question it. She gives
him the bread, and God makes sure that she doesn’t starve.
Another widow is mentioned in the Gospel reading today. Jesus is sitting outside what the
Gospel calls the ‘treasury’ but what would have been the synagogue’s donation box. He and the
disciples watch a rich man come by and donate a lot of money. They then watch a poor widow

come by and donate two coins. Jesus questions the value of the two donations, leading his
disciples to the conclusion that the widow’s contribution means more because it is probably all
that she has to give. Once again, we see a woman of generosity and faith. Generous in that she
wishes to contribute to her community, and faithful because she knows that God will ultimately
take care of her.

We NEED Cans!
Families, it is time for the GREAT AOLP CAN EVENT. Send in as many cans as you can. They
will ultimately land up in our food pantry, but before they land up there, they will be used in
a can creation contest. The more cans the class has, the better structures they can create.
Above are only a few examples of what can be created with cans. The deadline for bringing
in the cans is November 19th. Go to COSTCO, go to Stop ‘n Shop, go to Shoprite, go to any
place that has cans and get as many as you can.

Pre-K 4 Gets Creative!
Mrs. Fiore sent me some delightful pictures of her little Picassos getting creative with
Jesus. Her project was centered on reminding us to be more like Jesus. What was one of the
fundamental character traits of Jesus: kindness. Jesus was kind to everyone and his
compassion had no limits. He reached out to all those in need irrespective of their station
in life, their race, their choices, their religious affiliation, their jobs, and their actions. Jesus
always led by example, and kindness is an example that is never wrong to emulate.

